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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) In a computer-based business intelligence system, a 
method of providing a drill-through service between two or moro drill-through objects [[,]] 
the objects bo i ng courcoc and targotc , the method comprising steps of: 

a) defining on e or moro dr i l l through paths botwoon the drill-through objects74he- 
dr ill- through path d e f i n i t i ons b ei ng col le ct e d i n a s i ngl e structur e at least in part by 
metadata: 

b) creating one or more drill-through path definitions from one or more pairs of 
the drill-through objects, using the metadata: 

c) collecting the drill-through path definitions in a data structure: and 

[[b)]] d) int e rfacing to creating a report based on the drill-through objects in a run- 
time environment using the collection of the drill-through path definitions in the 
data structure. f-an4 

c) adm i nictor i ng and mainta i ning tho dr ill through path dofin i t i one, i ndopondontly 
of appl i cations us i ng th e m. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the drill-through objects include 
data collections that are derived from different applications. 
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3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2 wherein the drill-through path 
definitions of paths are collected in a group of related data structures. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the data collection includes data 
cubes and data-based reports, which are derived from different report generating 
applications. 

Claims 5. and 6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently amended) A database application programming interface (API) 
for providing a drill-through service between a plurality of drill-through objects (dfitt- 
through courcos and targotc) , the interface comprising: 

a) means for defining on e or moro the drill-through paths, tho dof i nitionc of tho 
dri l l through paths boing colloctod at a c i nglo p l aco: and objects at least in part bv 
metadata: 

b) means for creating one or more drill-through path definitions from one or more 
pairs of the drill-through objects, using the metadata: 

c) means for collecting the drill-through path definitions in a data structure: and 

[[b)]] d] run-time environment means for i nterfac i ng sa i d dr i ll through pathc to tho 
dr il l through objoctc; 

whoroin th e dri ll through path definit i ons aro adm i n i ctorod and ma i nta i nod 
ind e p e nd e ntly of the app li cat i ons using thorn, creating a report based on the drill- 
through objects using the collection of the drill-through path definitions in the data 
structure. 
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8. (Currently amended) The database application programming interface of 
claim 7, wherein the drill-through objects include[[s]] data collections that are derived 
from different applications. 

9. (Currently amended) The application programming interface of claim 7, 
wherein the drill-through path definitions of paths are collected in a group of related data 
structures. 

10. (Currently amended) The database application programming interface of 
claim 8, wherein the data collection includes data cubes and data-based reports, which 
are derived from different report generating applications. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently amended) A computer-based drill-through path administration 
method for use in a framework having a plurality of drill-through sources and drill- 
through targets , tho sourcos and targot s hav i ng potentia l dri ll through paths , the method 
comprising steps of: 

a) defining the drill-through sources and targets at least in part by metadata: 

[[a)]] b) displaying the pot e ntia l drill-through sources and targets; 

[[b)]] c) accepting from a tool user an indication of thoso the drill-through sources 
and targets for which a drill-through path is required; and 

[[c)]] d)for each source for which a drill-through path is required[[;]]; 

i) importing the source; 
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ii ) opt i ona ll y dotorm i n i ng automat i ca ll y tho poccib l o dri l l through paths for 
tho roqu i rod sources and targots; 

ii) for each drill-through path, associating the drill-through source and 
target using the metadata; 

iii) collecting the drill-through path in a data structure: 

ft) jy) permitting accepting from a the tool user an indication to select one 
or more drill-through paths in the data structure : 

iv) y) a ll ow i ng accepting from a t he tool user an indication to edit the 

selected drill-through paths to select appropriate parameters; and 

v) a ll ow i ng tho too l usor to odit tho so l octed dr ill through paths to add 
parametor mapp i ng funct i ons; and 

vi) encapsulating the selected drill-through paths in a program library. 

13. (Currently amended) The drill-through path administration method of claim 
1 2 A wherein the step of accepting from a the tool user an indication of thos e the drill- 
through sources and the drill-through targets for which a drill-through path is required 
uses a graphical user interface whereon the tool user draws lines connecting nodes 
representing the drill-through source[[s]] and the drill-through target[[s]] for the drill- 
through path. 

14. (Currently amended) The drill-through path administration method of claim 
12, wherein the step of associating comprises the step of optiona l ly determining 
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automatically the poss i blo drill-through paths for the required sources and targets , the 
step of determining comprisos comprising the steps of: 

a) comparing the source and target parameter names of the drill-through source 
and target ; 

b) if the source and target parameter names match A then establishing a mapping 
between the source and target parameters; and 

c) if the source and target parameter names do not match then performing the 
steps of: 

i) searching for other information regarding the parameters which 
matchos match and establishing [[a]] one or more preliminary mappings 
between those the source[[s]] and target[[s]]; 

ii) presenting the a tool user with a list of the one or more preliminary 
mappings from which to make a selection; and 

iii) accepting from a tool user an indication to select from the list of the one 
or more preliminary mappings; and 

wi) iy) adding the selected preliminary mappings to the list of mappings 
established by matching parameter names. 

15. (Original) The drill-through path administration method of claim 12, wherein 
the program library is an entity selected from the group consisting of dynamically shared 
library, and plug-in. 
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16. (Original) The drill-through path administration method of claim 12, wherein 
the source comprises one or more databases or applications provided by a third party. 

17. (Currently amended) A computer-based drill-through path administration 
tee* system for use by a tool usor w ithin a computer-based business modeling tool with- 
havinq a framework comprising compos e d of drill-through sources and drill-through 
targets hav i ng potont i al drill through paths , the drill-through path administration teel 
system consist i ng of comprising : 

a) means for defining the drill-through sources and targets at least in part by 
metadata: 

[[(3)]] b) means for displaying the potential drill-through path sources and targets; 

[[(b)]] c) means for accepting from the ajool user an indication of those the drill- 
through sources and targets for which a drill-through path is required; 

[[( c )]] d) means for importing the source for each source for which a drill-through 
path is required; 

(d) optional moanc for determ i n i ng automatica l ly tho poss i ble dri l l through paths 
fortho roqu i rod sourcos and thoir targotc; 

e) means for associating the drill-through source and target using the metadata, 

f) collecting the drill-through path in a data structure: 

[[( e )]] 9) means for p e rmitting accepting from a t he tool user an indication to 
select one or more drill-through paths in the data structure : 
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[[(f)]] h) means for editing the selected drill-through paths to allow a the tool user 
to select appropriate parameters; and 

(g) opt i onal moans for al l ow i ng tho a tool usor to od i t tho s el octod dr ill through 
paths to add param e t e r mapp i ng funct i ons; and 

[[(h)]] i) means for encapsulating the selected drill-through paths in a program 

library. 

18. (Currently amended) The drill-through path administration tool system of 
claim 1 7, wherein the means for accepting from the a tool user an indication of thos e 
the drill-through sources and targets for which a drill-through path is required uses a 
graphical user interface whereon the tool user draws lines connecting nodes 
representing the drill-through source[[s]] and target[[s]] for the drill-through path. 

19. (Currently amended) The drill-through path administration tool system of 
claim 17, wherein the means for associating includes [[the]] means for optionally 
determining automatically the poss i b le drill-through paths for the required sources and 
targets , the means for determining cons i sts of comprising : 

a) means for comparing the source and target parameter names of the drill- 
through source and target ; 

b) if tho sourco and target paramotor namos match thon prov i d i ng means for 
establishing a mapping between the matching source and target parameters; 
[[and]] 
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c) means for searching for information for non-matching source and target 
parameter names regarding other parameters which match and establishing 
one or more preliminary mappings between the non-matching source[[s]] and 
target[[s]]; 

d) means for presenting the a tool user with a list of the one or more preliminary 
mappings between the non-matching source[[s]] and target[[s]] from which to 
make a selection; a«4 

e) means for accepting from a tool user an indication to select from the list of the 
one or more preliminary mappings: and 

[[e)]] f] means for adding the selected preliminary mappings to the list of the one 
of more preliminary mappings established by the matching parameter names. 

20. (Currently amended) The drill-through path administration tee* system of 
claim 17, wherein the program library is an entity selected from the group consisting of a 
dynamically shared library and a plug-in. 

21 . (Currently amended) The drill-through path administration teeJ system of 
claim 17, wherein the source comprises one or more databases or applications provided 
by a third party. 

22. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the drill-through objects include a 
drill-through source and a drill-through target, the drill-through path definition defining a 
path between the drill-through source and the drill-through target. 
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23. (New) The database application programming interface of claim 7, wherein 
the drill-through objects include a drill-through source and a drill-through target, the drill- 
through path definition defining a path between the drill-through source and the drill- 
through target. 

24. (New) The drill-through path administration method of claim 12, further 
including the step of: 

accepting from a tool user an indication to edit the selected drill-through paths to 
add parameter mapping functions. 

25. (New) The drill-through path administration method of claim 24, wherein the 
step of encapsulating includes the step of encapsulating the selected and edited one or 
more drill-through paths in the program library. 

26. (New) The drill-through path administration system of claim 17, further 
including: 

means for accepting from a tool user an indication to edit the selected drill- 
through paths to add parameter mapping functions. 

27. (New) The drill-through path administration system of claim 26, wherein the 
means for encapsulating includes means for encapsulating the selected and edited drill- 
through paths in the program library. 
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